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Observer
Should the present grading system

be abolished and only pas sin g and
failing marks be given?

Yes, because.thenparents wouldn't
be on your back all the time. There
is too much competition now.

Sandi Sullivan, 12B
.Asit is now, students work for the

pade, not for the edIIcation.
Donna Sapulski, IlB

!think the present grading system
should be abolished. However, in
parentheses on your report card, a
grade should be given so each per
son would know where they stand. The
grade would not go on your record,
though.

Nancy Gamrath, 12B
No, it w 0 u 1d be quite easy to get

in t 0 college, then, and I think only
those s t u den t s with the highest of
grades should get into college.

Janice Arcy, lOB
I think a pas s or fail mark would

be a lot better. It would be less work
for the teachers, and less pressure
on the students.

Don Bedwell, 12B
1 think counselors should write to

the colleges and explain the person's
potential and say if the s t u den t is
working up to it. Specific grades are
not that important.

Diane Bean, 12B
Grading s h 0 u I d be abolished be

cause a person's ability cannot be
measured accurately and fairly by a
simple letter mark.

Nancy Lenhart, 11B
Yes, using only pass or fail marks

would be a lot easier.
Bob Anderson, 12B

No, because then there wouldn't be
any mea n i n g in a high school dip
loma. They would be too easy to get.

Sue Halwachs, lOB
No, there is a finer graduation with·

letter grades.
Victor Kowc'hak, 12B

j'JnioI's in last year's competition,
competed in the contest again this
year as seniors.

A new addition in the contest was
the math team. Three seniors, Ray
K u l' z, Sue Picard and Cliff Walker
were chosen by the Math Club as the
OHS math team. The scores of the
three s en i 0 I' S were recorded as a
team tocompete witl! similar math
tea m s in the State. The schools in
.vhich all three members of the team
qualify for Part II will enter the sec
ond round of competition.

Dearborn High students, percent
age-wise, fared bet tel' than most.
Statewide, 0 n 1y 44 per c en t of the
25,000 had more thaitsix correct out
ofapossible30.At DHS, 64 per cent
had more than six correct.

Two DHS students were among the
top 92 I a stye a r. They were Tom
Knauss, 29th, and Ken R i e t z, 6th,
both '68 grads.

Results of Part I of the Math Con
test will not be known until Decem
bel'. The few who survive Part I will
be taking Part II on Jan. 8.
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Mr. Valentine II

St:udent:s Compet:e In G~nt:est:;
Mat:h Team Added This Year

Having won two of. the too .92 places
in 1967, DHS math students are hop
mgfor a repeat of last year's perfor
m.a n c e in the S tat e Mathematics
Con t est. Penc ils were sharpened
I a s t Wednesday as 131participated
in Part I of the 1968 contest.

This statewide mathematics com
petition is' intended to encourage a
w~der interest in mathematics and to
bring attention to the necessity for
mathematical training in most pro
fessions and trades.

Last year, more than 25,000 stu
dents in Michigan took Part I of the
test. Only two per cent qualified to
take Part II. Eightof the 660who qua
lified were from DHS. They included
seniors Tom Knauss, Jim Lestock,
Peggy Pullum, Ken Rietz, and Jim
Roosevelt and Ralph Blasier, all 1968
grads. Roger Crisman and Bob Hair,
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students of his experiences with and
feelings toward drugs. Earlier this
month, he appeared at Wayne State.

Dr. Cohen doesn't confine himself
ing around ·the country telllng
solely to LSD, heroin, and the other
hard narcotics. He also delves into
the drugs that many use--caffeine in
coffee, nicotine in cigarettes, and
aspirin.

"Drugs don't work. They distort
your mind temporarily, but you're
still in the same old bag, " Dr. Cohen
contends. In his opinion, the youth
of today must look for new frontiers
to expand in, that they must 1e a v e
drugs and pursue new courses of un·
derstanding. He hints that the Indian
spiritualist movement, headed by

Meher Baba, might be the beginning
of answers to the que s t ion s that
plague our world.

sure this could be arranged if DHS
could muster enough votes to cop the
prize.

Cathy and some of her friends are
visiting homerooms to publicize the
contest and to inform the students of
their intentions. Ashoe box has also
been placed in the central office so
that students can bring their ballots
to school. The ballots in the box will
be sent to the NEWS every day.

To win for Mr. Valentine, students
must dilegently clip the entry blanks
daily and deposit them in the shoe
box. There will be many schools en
tering, so students must act quickly.

Dearborn, Michigan

Favorite Son

The
Dearborn High School------ ---

Mr. Bill Valentine, speech

tea c her, has been proclaimed by
many as their favorite teacher. Stu
d en ts are now trying hard to show
the i l' ambitiol1 for winning a large
sum of money to add to the Bill Val
entine Fund.

Thinking of a be it e I' use for the

prize, Cathy Alderman, junior,call
ed the paper to investigate the pos

sibilities of having the trip changed
into money which could be added to
the BV Fund. The NEWS representa
tive Cathy trllked with said she was

Dr. Allen Y. Cohen, graduate of
Harvard University, for a while,
lived what might be considered, by
aconfirmedacid-head, the ultimate
I if e. Dr. Cohen, together wit h a
number of other adventurers,
including Dr. Timothy Leary, took
a haliucinogenic refuge in upper New
York State. Their goal was to be the
vanguard in experimental work with
mind-expanding drugs. A iarge sup
ply of LSD was available for their
use. Cohen experienced 30 trips dur
ing his stay.

Aft e I' a while the experimental
Utopia dissolved. Leary moved
deeper into the mystical I' e a I m of
drugs while Cohen did an about face
and took a stand against haliucino
genic stimulants.

Now, Cohen, after receiving his
Ph. D. a t the age of 29, is travzl-

Ph. D. Supports Anti-Drug Stand;
Says Hallucinogenics Don't Work

~Apple-Polishing for

Swirutaod Sway
At Jazz Show

P a l' tic i pat i n g members of the
fourth annual Jazz Shownow are pre
pared for tonight's performance in
the auditorium.

The s how, beginning at 8 p. m. ,
will con s is t of the 20-piece band,
under the direction of Mr. Anthony
Russo; the jazz ense mble, led by Mr.
Phillip Mark; and ten other acts per
formed by various students.

"It is anew, bigger, and more ex
citing jazz show than any of the shows
in recent years," said Mr. Russo.
"Anda capacity audience is expected
as in past years. "

At 9:30 p. m. the action will move
fr-omthe auditorium into the Redwood
Roomwhere a dance will be held un
tilll:30 p. m. Music will be played bv
the Dearborn High Ja2.z Band. A tur
key raffle will also be held d u I' in g
this time.
Tickets will be on sale today at lunch

by delegated members of the Val's ity
Club for $1 with an activity ticket and
$1. 25 without. Tickets will also be

sold at the door. All Dearborn High
parents are invited.

Proceeds frum the show will be
divided between the Band Department
and the Varsity Club.

Last week THE DETROIT NEWS
announced a contest in which teach

ers can win a trip around the world
or a trip to Hawaii.

In order towin one of these prizes,
th e students, parents, and friends
must clip an apple-shaped ballot
from the daily or Sunday NEWS and
vote for their favorite teacher.

£fJt&Wf9l!P JjgEo6
The Redwood Room will host the

"girl-bring-boy," Sponge Dance,
Friday, Dec. 13. Dress will be Sun
day-best, and all girls are urged to
invite the victim of their choice.
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